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Part 1 - What is CoRIS?

– NOAA vision for coral data and information

– How CoRIS works
• Within the Coral Reef Conservation Program
• Operationally

Overview
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Part 2 - CSCOR Coral Data, CoRIS and 
NODC

– The CRCP project database

– Procedures for adding data and 
publications to CoRIS and NODC

– What to provide and when to provide it

Overview (Continued)
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• Provide a single point of discovery for NOAA data and 
information of direct relevance to the management and 
preservation of the nation’s coral reefs.

• Meet information needs of NOAA managers in  the preparation 
of biennial assessments on the status and trends in US coral reef 
ecosystem conditions.

• Support NOAA’s contribution to the US. Coral Reef Task Force 
National Action Plan.

• Cross-cutting team, using the best of NOAA coral reef efforts, to 
develop and populate the system.

• User / constituent requirements driven system.

NOAA Coral Reef Information System (CoRIS)

NOAA Vision and Goals for Coral Data
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• Editorial Board provides oversight and guidance
– B. Moore, E. Bayler, G. Mayer, D. Kennedy, R. Griffis (chair)

• Coral Reef Conservation Program staff participate in 
CoRIS Team meetings

• Participate in bi-weekly Coral Coordination meetings

• Coral projects database provides information about 
planned data products and contacts

How CoRIS Works within the CRCP
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Metadata

coris.noaa.gov Servers

“Find corals ...”

Search results

select

How CoRIS Works – Access to Online Data

View

or

download

The repository of metadata 
files is searchable by remote 
users.

Served by source office 
or NOAA data archive
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Metadata
coris.noaa.gov

“Find corals ...”

Results

View metadata

Access to Offline Data

Contact the source

Send data or report
Contact information is 
provided for offline 
access to data
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CoRIS Web Site
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1. NODC (the National Oceanographic Data Center) is the designated 
national archive for ocean data.

2. CoRIS is a project of the CRCP.  It serves NOAA and the CRCP, 
and is housed in NODC.

3. The CoRIS mission is to provide access to NOAA coral data and 
information, and to archive coral data.

4. Any coral-related data provided to CoRIS is archived at NODC; 
publications are supplied to the NOAA Library.

5. Data documentation (metadata) are needed by CoRIS to provide 
access to data, and to archive data.

6. CoRIS is asked to report to the CRCP whether or not planned 
products are available.

Part 2 - CSCOR, CoRIS and NODC
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Sample CRCP Project
Product description

Planned Date

Tracking Products – CRCP Project Plan
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Tracking Products - CRCP Project Data Base Report
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Tracking Products – CoRIS Tracking Spreadsheet
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• CRCP Project descriptions include information about 
planned data products and publications.

• CoRIS uses that information to contact principal 
investigators about planned data products.

• CoRIS reports to the CRCP to identify those products 
that are available.

Tracking Products – Summary
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• Send publications or citations to Karen Taylor, 
either electronically or in hard-copy format:

− karen.taylor@noaa.gov

− NOAA Coral Reef Information System
1315 East-West Highway, SSMC3 4th Floor E/OC3
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

• Please include the appropriate project information:
− CRCP project name and ID number
− project title
− authors
− product status if no final product
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Information that is needed about data and 
data products:
- Who, what, when, where, why
- How to access data (online, offline)
- Metadata reference information

Information about data and data products 
needed by CoRIS and NODC.
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• Send data and metadata, or information about data, 
to Harry Iredale:
– Harry.Iredale@noaa.gov

NOAA Coral Reef Information System
1315 East-West Highway, SSMC3 4th Floor E/OC3
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

• Please include the appropriate project information:
– CRCP project name and ID number
– project title
– product status if no final product
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http://biology.usgs.gov/fgdc.metadata/version2/

A good FGDC Metadata Reference
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Summary - Providing Data and Information

(1) CRCP Projects
When:  planned product date, plus time for funding 

delay
What:  data, products, reports, publications that are 

identified in CRCP project plans
(2) Other Projects

When:  “…within one year of data collection” (NAO 216-
101)

What:  data

Other data, products, reports and publications that 
would be useful are welcomed by CoRIS any time.
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Products to CoRIS, NOAA Library, and NODC

– Data and data products:  send metadata to CoRIS
• CoRIS provides access to data products and metadata
• DATE:  CRCP project product date

– Publication:  send citation or copy to CoRIS
• CoRIS sends citation and / or publication to NOAA Library
• CoRIS provides access to the publication
• DATE:  CRCP project product date

– ‘Archive’ data set:  send data and metadata to CoRIS
• CoRIS stores data and metadata in  the NODC Archive
• CoRIS provides access to the data
• DATE:  CRCP project product date
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IMPORTANT DATES

PROJECTED
- Planned product date in CRCP project plans

EXPECTED
- Planned date plus # of months funding delay

PROTECTED
- Data are safely secure in the Archive
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Parmesh Dwivedi, Project Manager
(301) 713-3284 x164 Parmesh.Dwivedi@noaa.gov

Doug Hamilton, Operations Manager
(301) 713-3284 x102 Doug.Hamilton@noaa.gov

Harry Iredale, Metadata
(301) 713-3284 x170 Harry.Iredale@noaa.gov

Karen Taylor, Publications
(301) 713-3284 x122 Karen.Taylor@noaa.gov

CoRIS Contacts


